Connaught Ragers Association

Editorial: by Francis Higgins, Northern Representative, C.R.A.

Welcome to the winter edition of our new
Connaught Rangers Association Journal.
The Journal will hopefully be produced and
posted to all our current members four
times a year as part of the committee’s com-
mitment to keeping our membership in-
formed of our activities. In the next edition
I hope to include a list of events that mem-
bers can attend to support the association
and I would ask anyone who has informa-
tion on any such events to contact me over
the Xmas period. This issue carries news
on the new formation of the Committee and
its changing roles and responsibilities and
the exciting plans to make our association
even more representative for all our mem-
bers. The coming year will be a busy one
with two trips going out to Gallipoli and the
Somme and hopefully a groundbreaking
event in association with the German
Volksbund in August as well as tours and
events planned around the new committee
meetings across Ireland. I do hope you en-
joy this issue and I want to thank all those

who sent in articles especially Jack Fallon
CRA who’s commitment to the Connaught’s is
legendary and who has been a great help in
sourcing news and stories. On behalf of the
Committee I would like to thank all our mem-
bers for their support this year and their con-
tinuing support for the coming year. I have
enclosed two membership forms and I would
ask you to send your renewal to King House
as quickly as possible in the New Year. The
second form is enclosed for anyone who is
interested in joining the association or per-
haps even a Christmas present for someone
you know who is interested! I hope you have
a peaceful and pleasant Christmas and a
prosperous New Year and I look forward to
the coming year when our association will
grow stronger in the memory of those men of
long ago, and who still are sacrificing their
peace and prosperity in foreign fields so we
can live in harmony and freedom.

Quis Separabit
Francis Higgins CRA
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CONNAUGHT 'SAND UDR HOME COUNTIESASSOCIATION
JOINT TRIPTO THE SOMME 2009

On what we hope to be an annual event CRA John McDonald is organising another trip to
the Somme in Summer 2009. Previous editions of the Journal have carried the success of
last years trip and John hopes to improve upon the schedul e this year with a new engine in
Maisie the Landrover. John hopes to split the trip into two locations so we can cover Ver-
dun whilst still meeting our commitments on the 1st of July at the Ulster Tower. Below is
theinitial itinerary with the final draft in the next edition. To book a place please contact me
at the address at the back of the Journal. Places must be reserved by a deposit of £100 with
afinal balance to be paid in June 2009 prior to the trip. The final cost should be around
£250 but you book and pay for your own flight to Stansted. Still good value thought eh!

Saturday 27th June 2009

Collected by London & Home Counties UDR Association group 0830hrs

Transit viaFRV with L& HC UDR Assoc group to Ashford Eurotunnel depot

Arrive 1050hours Ashford for 1120 departure

1255hrs alight Calais terminus travel by road to Y pres/Leper Sector (allowing for time zone difference)
1330hrs - 1415hrs Lunch en-route....

1500-1600hrs booked into Y pres/Leper Sector accomodation (Premiere Classe Lille)
Visit Tyne Cot etc...

Sunday 28th June 2009

Ypres Battlefield

Wijtschate - Messines Comemoration Service at 16th Irish Divison Memorial

Cross Laying at 36th/16th Div(s) line of departure

Langemark German Cemetary Service with German Veterang/Military Attache and Local Civic Repre-
sentatives

L unch 1300hrs - 1400hr s appr ox...

uuuuu

Passchendagle Museum....
Menen Gate @2000hrs

Monday 29th June 2009

L oos Battlefield

L oos Museum and Battle Field Tour

PM

.. . . : : John McDonald on last yearstrip checking to
Visit to Canadian Memoridl at Vimy Ridge see wherethediesel filler cap is (see previous

issue)

1300-1400 L unch approx...



Tuesday 30th June 2009

The Somme

Historial Dela Grande Guerre (Museum of the Great War Peronne Somme)

1200 -1300 Lunch

Ulster Tower Guided tour of Thiepval Wood (1400hr s approx)
Delville Wood Museum (Closes 1745hrs)

Wednesday 1st July 2009

Somme Battlefield
0728hrs Loughnagar Crater

Thiepval Memorial 1000hrs
Newfoundland Memorial
Ulster Tower Commemoration Service 93rd anniversary of Battle

(evening at Tommies Bar)

Thursday 2nd July 2009

Cadais Eurotunnel terminus for 1320hrs depart 1350hrs

Arrive Ashford Terminus 1320hrs

Lunch 1430 - 1500hrs (Services)

Stansted Airport for 1600hrs

Stansted to Belfast International Airport dep 1730hrs arrive 1845hrs

Stansted to Newcastle International Airport dep 1920hrs arrive 2025hrs
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May 2009 will see amajor tour by the association to Turkey to visit the Gallipoli Battle-
field. Oliver Fallon is Coordinating the trip with over 20 members going on areal journey
of adventure and the trip got a rapturous response at the AGM. Theitinerary for thetripis
below and we will report back on thistrip in the Autumn edition of the Journal.

Day 1. Thursday

Flight Dublin to Istanbul Turkish airlines. Thursday May 7tk 2009; Leaving Dublin at
11.20am arriving Istanbul 17.35.

Thursday night in Istanbul

Day 2. Friday.
Leave Istanbul 9am Friday Arrive Peninsula 2pm. Buy own lunch on the way. Check in

Explore Peninsula 3pm-6pm Dinner Friday s
Night. 2

Day 3. Saturday.

V Beach; Helles Memorial; Lunch out; Turk-
ish memorial.

Day 4. Sunday

Anzac Cove; Lone Pine; Hill 60. Packed
lunch.

Day 5. Monday

sy Sliveraparin s fm Gt ik, mmelh G, A soldier from the 10th Division of the Royal

Irish Fusiliers Gallipoli 1915-16 (courtesy the Gallery)

Day 6. Tuesday
Sulva Bay Packed Lunch. Possible hike for the fit!
: !":"--—f % w21 Day 7. Wednesday

-_-'-‘-_"'\-— Leave Peninsula at 9am arrive Istanbul 2pm. Buy own lunch on
- =2 the way. Half day tour of Istanbul. Stay in a central hotel; End of
+ trip dinner overlooking the Bosporus.

Day 8. Thursday May 15tk

Vi ” Flight Back to Dublin. Leaving Istanbul at 11am arriving Dub-
#l lin 13.35.
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Oliver Fallon reading the list

of the Irish War Dead

at Boyle in November




King House Service of

!' | - -

The annual ceremony of remembrance was held at King House '

on Sunday the 9th of November. The moving ceremony was
once again well supported with over eighty people and mem-
bers in attendance. Once again the wreaths were laid by the
children of our members including Willie Beirne’s daughter

Ellie who laid a wreath on behalf of the Beirne family remem- |
_

bering five family members who died in WW1; brothers, Mi-

chael, Frank, Thomas and John Wynne and Great Granduncle

Joseph Higgins. The children were accompanied by Patrick
B G McHugh MBE
to remember
all those who
made the ulti-
mate sacrifice
for freedom
and peace.
CRA Danny
Tiernan of-

il

fered up a
cross of re-
membrance on

T L =
CRA President Patrick McHugh &
b CRA Dr Paul McHugh

e_

Dermot Kelly laid a wreath on behalf of the Association

membership. The day was particularly poignant in the reading

of the role of remembrance by Oliver Fallon ending with the
latest casualties in Iraq and Afghanistan. It was a sobering
thought that whilst we stood there to honour the men of the
Connaught’s many years ago, Irish soldiers are locked in
heavy fighting in countries once garrisoned by those same
Connaught Rangers and on battlefields once covered in their
blood and dead. The service and prayers were lead by Father
Ian Kennedy and Canon Swan and the Irish Defence Forces
provided the bugler for the ceremony. Our standard bearer
Gary Egan carried our association flag accompanied by a col-
our escort of Willie Beirne and Dermot Davit and the party
lowered the flag
for a minutes
silence at the
appointed time.
The Manager of
King House Neil
Armstrong and
his staff played a [
vital role in mak-
ing the day a
success and Neil
was on hand to sup-
the multimedia pres-

Hugh Farrell with his excellent photo-
graphical exhibition

port

entation at the annual lecture after the ceremony. The asso-
ciation was honoured to host a photographic exhibition by
Hugh Farrell whose interest in Irish military history was evi-
dent in the professionalism of his work. Tom Gunn CRA pre-
sented the museum with a field stove and Connaught Rangers
artefacts. Hugh also presented the association with a picture
of the Royal Irish Regiment at Connolly Barracks, Longford in
1915 before they were virtually decimated at Gallipoli. The

half of his family and

CRA Tom Gunn and local Artist Jim Chapman present our Presi-
dent with their donations including artefacts and hand carved
work.

association was presented with a special piece of craftsman-
ship by local artist Jim Chapman who hand carved a regi-
mental cap badge. The artwork was formally presented to
association president Patrick McHugh on the steps of King
House by the artist and the work will be presented and
hung in the association’s museum by our new curator and
archivist Oliver Fallon. CRA Michael Moyles presented
Patrick with a framed history of his grandfather’s history
& (Pte James Moyles
2nd CR KIA
2/11/1914) for our
museum. The an-
nual lecture was
given by CRA Fran-
cis Higgins mMivr caE
Engtec Icorr OI1 the sub-
ject of the politicisa-
tion of the Irish
Regiments in the
multimedia theatre
of King House to a packed room. The association would like
to thank all those who attended the ceremony and who
helped organise the event especially Willie Beirne, Oliver
Fallon, Patrick McHugh and the colour party of our associa-
tion. CRA Willie Beirne

Michael Moyles presenting the framed
history of Ranger James Moyles

We did remember them at King
House, both young and old in 2008



L oughrea Service of Remembrance 2008

CRA’s Joe Loughnane and Colman Shaughnessy took part and organized the Loughrea Ser-
vice of Remembrance and they have spoken to all concerned with Remembrance Day and all
the feedback was very positive. They expressed their sorrow for all those who missed the
ceremony and would wish that better representation from the association will be forthcoming for
next year’s ceremony. What follows is Joe and Colman’s report on the day:

The presence of the U.N. Veterans did not go unnoticed and the photograph was on the STAR
on Monday. Joe and I did not know the we had our day on the 40t. anniversary of the Niemba
Ambush, and present were Congo Veteran Soldiers of that faithful day for the Irish Army and
UN.

The assistance and support of James Regan will be forever remembered in the placement of
our Memorial Stone , which will remain gy ~ r——

a focus point for years to come. : A '
Many of you may not have known the man
who laid the wreath ----- Michael McCor-
mack suffered greatly from active service
to the U.S. Army in Korea.

In addition to yourselves, we would like
to thank- Loughrea Town Council-

ors, Loughrea and Galway County Coun-
cil Staff, The Choirs (Abbey and Cathedral),
the Garda Siochana, The Fire Brigade, The
Lions Club, The Loughrea Chamber of
Commerce, O’Dea’s Hotel , Galway Heritage
—and to all those who attended.

Sadly, I must now tell you that “My FOR-
EVER FRIEND” passed away on Monday
morning. Mick Nutley RIP. was natures
gentleman — a man of great knowledge. He worked CRA Mick Nutley reading a prayer who has now sadly
with British Transport in Richmond, London = P35 on to hiseternal rest, hewill be missed by usall.
and his late wife nursed the injured soldiers of

past wars at the “Star and Garter Home” in Richmond Hill. In Ireland, Mick was on the Army Rifle
Team and was a member of ONE of the Army Reserves and a member of the Con-
naught Rangers. We fished together and we always went to Boyle for the 11t. No-
vember “To Remember”. To Mick — the bed of heaven to him — | will sincerely miss his
company. He was proud to read the prayers on last Saturday.

Our sincere thanks.

CRA’s Joe Loughnane & Colman Shaughnessy

Dermot the Webmaster Doesit Again!

CRA Joe Loughnane

Once again Dermot Kelly our Webmaster has come up trumps! Dermot will be introducing a
new service to all members of automated email with a personalized Connaught’s address.
Dermot will also be setting up web chat and a new chat forum along with many new features
(including a Christmas tree with lights so Dermots’s taste hasn’t improved much then,) in the Coming weeks so check out the
new look website for details. Dermot has also redesigned our membership form to include your per-
sonal email so we will also be improving our electronic service to our
membership in 2009—2010.

Dermot at Menin Gate in
2008 with John Pinkerton




In a Corner of a Foreign Field Don’t mention Zee War!

Sometimes little bits of forgotten military history turns up at
unexpected places and lead to new areas of study and under-
standing. That’s what happened to me recently in Poland when
I discovered the grave of a Connaught in Posnan whilst taking
part in an International shooting competition thanks to Oliver
Fallon. The Connaught, 5991 Ranger P. Corcoran (Pte) died in
captivity on the 7th September 1918 in a German prison camp.
Ranger Corcoran lies with over a hundred of his comrades in
and British war cemetery in formally occupied Poland. Posnan
was occupied by the Germans in WW1, WW2 (and renamed aern Cammmam
Posen,) then the Russians during the Cold War. What made this ggjdiers from
find incredible was I have been taking part in these competi- the Great War

Whilst at Posnan my team were up against the German
Volksbund who’s representative is Fallschirmjager
Hauptmann Markus Will. This organisation is an associa-
tion whose purpose is to remember the German war dead
made up of mostly ex-soldiers and reservists. The Volks-
bund team had volunteered to hand excavate a number of
German dead in their own time and successfully found
and reinterred

[ s o B o . ‘ . tions for a before taking
i ‘ 2 3 ' number of

part in the com-
petition which
was the excuse
they gave for us

tery anum-  peating them
ber of times  j,,¢o third

without even
suspecting
the stories
hidden
within. The
British sec-
tion of the
cemetery is
atypical of
Commonwealth sites with tended graves and landscaped graves

years now
and passed
this ceme-

place! As in all
such occasions
the social as-
pect brought
together the soldiers of many, many nations and of course
the Irish kept up their reputation as hosts and it was due
to this chance meeting that the Volkbund agreed to par-
ticipate in a groundbreaking event in Ireland next year.
The group expressed a wish to mark the German graves at
| o Glencree

CRA Francis Higgins (Ex-RIR) with Fall-
schirmjager Hauptmann Markus Will

e 0

CRA Francis Higgins in Posnan’s War Cemetery with
Christopf Schmlitz (Polish Army)

but it was the monuments that surrounded the British site that
astounded me and my colleagues (I am part of a shooting team
made up of Polish and Irish/British ex-servicemen called the
Polish-Irish Rangers!) The monuments were erected to the
thousands of Poles who were executed by the Nazis during WW2
some were tortured with hundreds burnt to death by the Ge-
stapo. What really struck me was the row upon row of Soviet
soldiers graves that are now forgotten due to the end of the
Cold War and the withdrawal of the Communist forces from
Poland after the formation of the New Russian state. These
graves were once venerated but now are quietly moulding due

and to
also
mark
the Irish
dead at
Glas-
nevin
and the
mis-
taken
bombing

to the changing political map of Europe and it reminded me of e el [ O A raid at
the story of the Irish after WW1 and WW2. I should be going Fraternizing with the ‘old enemy’ in Posnan |y 100k i1
back to Posnan next year (the Polish-Irish Rangers came third October 2008 Irish Style! 1941. The

this year after the Russian Spetsnaz and the Polish Grom,) and group will then travel to Belfast to tour the sites of the

if I do I will bring a cross of remembrance for ranger Corcoran ,.,ids of Easter 1941 that seen the death of Christy Grimes
and place it there on behalf of you all. We must all remember

that it was not just the front line casualties that feature in the
official histories and narratives that died. It was also the many,
many other men and women whose passing is still obscured
with the fog of war and if we can mark their sacrifice but once,
we can go a little way to honour them.

and his wife. If the group can gain the leave necessary
(some are on active service in Iraq) the tour should occur
around August next year and all association members will
be invited to each event. I will keep you posted on events.
CRA Francis Higgins

M ember ship News

In order to streamline our membership services and provide more up to date news for our members the membership proce-
dures are to be modified for the incoming year. As always members will receive confirmation of the renewal or success of
their membership along with a receipt for any dues paid but the stamping of membership cards will not be necessary. Any-
one who has a membership card can retain it for reference as membership details will now be held in a secure database so
members email details can also be accessed by the committee for better communication. In a new service all members can
have their own Connaught Rangers email address as part of their membership and more details about this fantastic new
service can be found on our website thanks to CRA Dermot Kelly. Due to the changes in our procedures there has been a
slight delay in sending up confirmations of membership but we would hope to have this issue resolved by the time you read
this with the new system implemented from January 2009.

CRA Francis Higgins
Membership Secretary



New Connaught Rangers Committee 2008-09

The association has changed the makeup and responsibilities of Committee members. This was due to the
changing dynamics of the association and a need to respond better to an increasing membership from across
the islands of Britain and Ireland. As a consequence some members stood down and their responsibilities
were combined to streamline the committee. The new committee would like to thank ex Committee members,
Dot Callary, Francie Geelan and Danny Tiernan for all their work over the years and hope they play a full
part in the association as ordinary members over the coming year. The committee’s construction is laid out
below with members either dedicated to certain roles or serving as ADC’s to be tasked to undertake certain
roles as and when needed. A major change in the committee from this point on will be the locations and tim-
ings of the meetings once held exclusively in Boyle. In order to reflect the changing and increasing member-
ship the committee will now meet four times a year in different locations across Ireland. We would also hope
to organise a tour or event at each meeting that all members can participate in and more details will follow as
and when I get them.

President Chairman Treasurer & As-
Patrick McHugh MBE Brendan White sistant Archivist
12 Kenvara, 2 Ashdale Road William Beirne
Broughshane Road Terenure 17 Lower Marian Road
Ballymena Dublin 6 Boyle

BT436PT Home Number - 014901820 Co. Roscommon

Home Number — 02825630301 Email — Wil-

Mobile — 07740505024 liam.beirne@gmail.com
Email — Topmac7@btinternet.com

General Secretary Archivist, Researcher Minute Secretary and
Francis Higgins and Tour Coordinator Legal Advisor

18 Lyndhurst Walk Oliver Fallon John Duggan

Belfast Derreen, Maple Drive

BT13 3XQ Mohill, Boyle

Home Number - 02890712544 Co. Leitrim Home Number — 0719663581
Mobile — 07823880528 Home Number — 0860549410 Work — 0719662019

Email — frankhig- Mobile — 0719658528 Mobile 0862041966
gins@transitiontraining.org Email — oliverfallon@eircon.net Email — johnduggan@02.ie

Standard Bearer & Vice Webmaster
Treasurer Dermot Kelly
Gary Egan Lisenurlan
Clontumpner Mullagh
Ballinalee / -2 =" Strokestown RdJ,
Longford [ prte ot s 5 : Co Longford
Grasshopper35@hotmail.com Committee members along with Mobile — 00353872787190
Tel Number 00353863526799 the young people who honoured us

by laying the wreaths on Remem-
AD C,S brance Sunday

Dr Paul McHugh
Jack Fallon (PRO)

Joe Loughnane

Dermot Davit



An Event in History

The end of the Great War is just within living memory, but the physi-
cal scars of this conflict are still with us, ninety years after the Armi-
stice silenced the guns on the Western Front. Like most reading
this, you will probably remember the old men who would gather in
small groups in our cities, towns and villages to speak in muffled
tones amongst themselves. You will remember them, as your
neighbours', family friends', and members of your own family', and
for those who did not return, there were always those left behind,
who like the veterans' said little or nothing of their personal experi-
ences', suffering or loss, and if they did speak, said little.
As we are all aware, the suffering and anguish caused by the Great
War was further compounded in Ireland, through the social and po-
litical changes', effected through the war of independence, civil war,
and subsequent partition of the state. For those who had fought in
the recent conflict worse was to come still, for with the changing
political landscape, came the disbandment of the five old Irish Regi-
ments in 1922.

It must however be re-
=3 membered, that there
= could have been one

% more disbandment in
= = 1922, Had it not been for
the spirit of co-
424 - Iy operation and comrade-
' ship between Irish regi-
ments of the line. The
Royal Irish Fusiliers
who recruited primarily
from the counties of
# Armagh, Cavan and
Monaghan were staring
.7 disbandment in the
face. In a gesture of
support, the Royal Inn-
sikilling Fusiliers gave
their second battalion to the Royal Irish Fusiliers. Staving off dis-
bandment, and preserving the regiment, its' history and traditions'
for future generations.
So it was on the ninetieth anniversary of the 1918 Armistice that |
found myself on Horse Guards Parade preparing to continue this
tradition of co-operation between Irish regiments'. Parading with the
Combined Irish Regiments Old Comrades Association, as a member
of the Connaught Rangers Association. Those who know me will
know that | am also the organiser of the London and Home Counties
Group of the Regimental Association of the Ulster Defence Regi-
ment CGC. However as a child | had pestered my Grandmother to
the point where | found out that one of her cousins Charles (Charlie)
McNally had fought and died serving with the Connaught Rangers.
For myself it has allowed me to examine an element of my own iden-
tity, it has rewarded me and my small group with friendships | never
thought possible, and only recently, | have been afforded the oppor-
tunity to correspond with a distant relative who read about the re-
cent UDR/Connaught Rangers Association tour to France and Flan-
ders and decided to write to me through the UDR Association.
Ninety years after the 1918 Armistice | found myself in Whitehall
preparing to march past the Cenotaph, in my hand a wreath with the
Connaught Rangers cap badge and a note attached that simply read
‘In memory of those men of the Connaught Rangers 88th and 94th of
foot who fell in the service of the Crown'. During the two minutes
silence | thought of the men, or should | say boys’, | could recall
from the UDR, and then | thought of Charlie McNally and the sacri-
fice made by him and many other Irish soldiers. In 2008 a thirty eight
year old veteran of one conflict handed over a wreath for a Regiment
long gone to be placed at the foot of the Cenotaph, brought there by
the sacrifice of another thirty eight year old who went before him.
Regiments' die because they are allowed to be forgotten, because of
apathy or through ignorance, but as | walked away from the ranks of
the Combined Irish Regiments Old Comrades Association across
Horse Guards Parade, | met a fellow member of the UDR Associa-
tion, stopping for a chat he asked me about my dress, and after ex-
plaining myself, he replied that on one of his first trips to London he
had met two feisty old men marching off the parade with walking
sticks in hand. These men like me had paraded with the CIROCA but
as former members of the Connaught Rangers, and for a moment
through my UDR colleague the footsteps of these old men could be
heard again as the Connaught Rangers came to life on Horse-
guard’s.

L= R
John McDonald with the Old Com-
rades this year.

| am grateful, and honoured to have been given the opportunity to

represent the Connaught Rangers (Association). | hope now that
in June of 2009 we will see Connaught's taking their place once
more in the ranks of the Combined Irish Regiments Old Com-
rades Association parade in Whitehall continuing to bring the
regiment back to life, or should | say more importantly the mem-
ory of those two old men and what they represented.

CRA John McDonald

Mayo Peace Park

Members of the Connaught Rangers Association joined a
number of other associations along with dignitaries from
across the globe to mark the official opening of the Mayo
Peace Park in October. Association members from across
Britain and Ireland paraded through Castlebar to take part
in a service of remembrance at the new memorial and to
hear a
number of ¥
speeches
culminat-

ing with
an address
by the
President
of Ireland
Mary
McAleese. =
The me-
morial was
dedicated to those Irish who died in a number of conflicts
including WW1, WW2 Korea and Vietnam. Once again
CRA Gary Egan our standard bearer was in attendance
with CRA Willie Beirne in support. Willie also laid a wreath
on behalf of the association as part of the ceremony. In the
evening a dinner was held to mark the occasion and the
committee was represented by CRA Francis Higgins. The
committee would like to thank Michael Feeney and his com-
mittee for inviting us to take part in such a important occa-
sion and we would like to congratulate all those who helped
create such an incredible monument to the fallen including
the Connaught’s memorial.

On the march at Castlebar with Jack Fallon

CRA Francis Higgins

Castlebar Tour

The day after the ceremony I had
the pleasure of having a private
tour of Castlebar graveyard by
Mayo Peace Park committee
member and Treasurer Ernie
Sweeney. Although busy, Ernie
took me on a whistle-stop tour of
the graves including the Con-

naught's quietly resting in vari-
ous locations. Ernie’s enthusiasm
seeped into every graveyard story
he told and he dedication to pro- T
moting the history of all those who lie in and around Mayo

Ernie Sweeny at DCM
Roache’s Grave




was clear including the French of 1798. Ernie’s tour concluded
after we met up with Irish Guards who were returning home
and wished to swop blackthorn sticks as mementoes at the
memorial with old comrades. A grave that really struck me
was that of Ranger Pte John Roache D.C.M. I had read the
story of John in the excellent book produced the Mayo group at
the dinner the night before and the pictures of the proud old
man with his hard won medal was fresh in my mind as I stood
at his grave. Without Micheal Feeney, Ernie, Donal and all
the committee, men like Connaught Ranger Roache would be
just another hushed story in the corner of a room rather than
a deserved place in history.

CRA Jack Fallon’s Corner

Jack Fallon has kindly researched the following poem
for Christmas. When we all sit down to the food and
usual festivities at this time we must also remember
those who’s illness or fear lead to a blindfold, a ciga-
rette a firing squad and a lonely grave. All gave some,
some gave all, all must be remembered.

At Carnoy camp the Inniskillings were resting

Near Albert’s framed spire with the leaning angel,

Heavy smell of leather, socks and cigarettes fouling the air;
Private Robert Hope, alias Hipple, lay stiffened in fright

For his summons to front-line duty was imminent.

And a strange thing happened en route to the front line

When the roll call was taken Hope had mysteriously vanished,
For of all the breaches of discipline desertion was the gravest.
Months later, two military police patrolling the street

Entering a derelict house found the deserter fast asleep.

‘Come down to shop for my captain,” he pleaded

For deserting His Majesty’s service hope was arrested
And while his court martial slowly proceeded

The baitle of Messines was claiming lives of Irish heroes
The 16t Irish, the 36t Ulster fought united together.

19 mines of hellish dynamite rocked the Germans

The explosions were heard in Paris and London.

Right through the smoke-filled air the gallant Irish charged
Through to capture the high village of Wytschaete. Said Haig:

“The operations today were the most successful yet undertaken.’

Anyone wishing to contact the officer sand committee of the Connaught
Rangers Association please see our website for detailsor contact me for
additional infor mation:

FrancisHiggins, General Secretary
Connaught Ranger s Association
Belfast, Cathedral Centre

Talbot Street

Belfast, BT12HB

02890331504
frankhiggins@transitiontraining.org

Absent from it all was the wretched Robert
In detention awaiting his trail: he thought of

His service at the Somme-two years of shot and shell and
liquid mud

Yet at his trail evidence of character was not even heard.

The faint hope was that in the death sentence to be com-
muted.

Seated in his tent Commander Haig was uncompromising
Back came Robert’s file to the officer in charge

Sentence ‘confirmed’ it succinctly said it neat handwriting.
On 5 July, 1917 as day was breaking, blindfold and forlorn,
A rope tied both his wrists to a post.

As he thought of his home and the lush fields of Fermanagh
Shots rang out breaking the morning silence
Ending his life, an example to the men of his battalion

And Robert Hope, alias Hipple, aged 23, joins the twenty
seven,

All Irish, cruelly executed at dawn.

‘I could not look on death which being known,
Men led me to him blindfold him and alone’

Rudyard Kipling (who lost his only son Jack in WW1)
CRA Jack Fallon (December 2008)

A Personal Message

At the Annual general Meeting I was honoured to be nomi-
nated successfully to become the General Secretary of the
Connaught Rangers Association for the coming year. I will
do all in my power to represent each and every member of
this proud association to the best of my abilities. As an ex
RIR Soldier I am truly humbled by your faith in my work
and I give all that I can give to do you all proud. I will how-
ever state my belief that this association is to honour the
men of the Connaught Rangers who fought in many, many
battles across the globe. It is my pledge to you all that I
cannot let their memories or courage be used by others to
suit their own personal or political ends or agendas. The
Connaught Rangers fought with honour, they gave up their
British Colours with honour, they deserve to be remem-
bered with honour.

I truly wish all our members a peaceful and happy Christ-
mas and a successful New Year, but please do remember all
those who paid with their lives for this privilege and whose
still paying that price in some forgotten field at this very
moment today.

Quis Separabit

Ex-Ranger Francis Higgins



